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: "One is summed up in the answer which Michelangelo is
reported to have given when someone remarked that the Medici portraits in the
Sagrestia Nuova were not good likeness - what will it matter a thousand years' time



4

what these men looked like? He had created a work of art and that was what counted.
The other line goes back to Raphael and beyond to a panegyric on Fillipino Lippi who
is there said to have painted a portrait that is more like the sitter than he does himself.
The background of this praise is the Neo-Platonic idea of the genius whose eyes can
penetrate through the veil of mere appearances and reveal the truth." (Gombrich 1972:
2). 
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